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SECTION - A

SEVEN DECADES OF INDIAN DEMOCRACY: PROBLEMS AND
PROSPECTS

INTRODUCTION

‘I disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it.’

The ideological conflicts that prevailed in the ancient society led to the development of many
forms of political institutions and democracy is one such, which can be traced back to antiquity.
Since ancient times, democracy has meant rule by the people.

• However, in modern times, democracy is a mixture of this ancient idea with individual liberty and
human rights alongside it.

• The working of democracy is based on certain assumptions; people must be politically awakened
and the leaders should be honest and committed to the welfare of the majority. Apart from it, proper
checks should be placed upon the people in power; independent judiciary should check the
implementation of the laws which cannot serve the interests of the public and which are against the
Constitutional Law.

• Similarly, free press should highlight the wrong done by the Government. Apart from these the
nation should be an integrated one in which there is no tendency in the public to disassociate
themselves from the nation. Democracy in India is still passing through an infantile stage and it has
not been able to stand on firm foundations. There are various challenges to Indian democracy.

• In India, divisive forces are becoming stronger every day. People belonging to different castes
are trying to introduce caste factor in Indian politics. Leaders of groups belonging to castes are
claiming more autonomy for their own groups. Language and the sub-cultures or such other factors
are dividing the nation into smaller groups. Under such circumstances, the unity of the nation will be
strained, a state of confusion prevails creating confusion in the state and hampering the working of
democracy.

What is Democracy?

• Abraham Lincoln said, “Democracy is a government of the people, for the people, and by the people.”
The term ‘democracy’ comes from the Greek word demokratia which means “rule of the people”. It
was coined from two words: demos that means “people” and Kratos which refers to “power”. That is,
in a democracy the power rests with the people. This meaning is based on the experiences of the
governments that existed in some of the Greek city-states, notably Athens.

• And, today also, democracy is defined as a form of government in which the supreme power is
vested in the people and exercised by them directly or indirectly through a system of representation
usually involving periodic free elections.

• Democracy has been defined in many ways. Bryce believes that “Democracy really means nothing
more or less than the rule of the whole people, expressing their Sovereign will by their votes”.
MacIver observes, “Democracy is not a way of governing, whether by majority or otherwise, but
primarily a way of determining, who shall govern, and broadly to what ends”.

• In its comprehensive form, democracy means, or ought to mean, (i) a form of government, (ii) a type
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of state, (iii) a pattern of social system, (iv) a design of economic order, and (v) a way of life and
culture.

What do we mean by Democracy in the country?

• Therefore, when we say that India is a democracy, we mean not only that its political institutions and
processes are democratic but also that the Indian society and every Indian citizen is democratic,
reflecting basic democratic values of equality, liberty, fraternity, secularism and justice in the social
environment and individual behaviour.

Essential Conditions For Democracy

• There may be two major categories: (a) political conditions, and (b) social and economic conditions
– the fulfillment of the first leads to political democracy and the second as social democracy. Obviously,
the first and the foremost, are political conditions of democracy. It is essential that for a system to be
democratic, we must adopt a Constitution and laws that vest supreme power in the people. The
human rights andfundamental rights, such as equality, liberty of thought and expression, belief,
movement, communication and association must be protected by the Constitution.

• The democratic system has to have universal adult franchise as the basis of electing representatives at
various levels of the government. Moreover, opportunities for political participation of all the citizens
not only in elections at regular interval, but also in other aspects of the political process have to be
made available. There has to be a responsible government in which the executive is answerable to
the legislature, the legislature to the people and the Judiciary to remain independent. Political institutions
like political parties and interest and pressure groups (associations, various non-governmental
organizations) must be functional for expressing popular needs, demands and grievances.

• A democratic system is strengthened if it maintains an enlightened public opinion in its various
forms through free press and other communication processes. Political democracy is thus one
which incorporates all the above political traits.

• A democratic system has to ensure that the social development is in tune with democratic
values and norms reflecting equality of social status and opportunities for development,
social security and social welfare.

• Since independence India has been functioning as a responsible democracy. The same has been
appreciated by international community. It has successfully adapted to the challenging situations.

– free and fair periodic elections for all political offices from the panchayats to the President.

– smooth transfer of political power from one political party or set of political parties to others, both
at national and state levels on many occasions.

– examples in our neighbouring countries like Pakistan, Myanmar and even Bangladesh where
transfer of power has been done through military coups.

• Organs of government like the legislative, executive and judicial organs have been functioning properly.
The Parliament and the State Legislatures control the Executives effectively through the means like
question hours, etc.

• More importantly, some significant enactments like the Right to Information (RTI) Act 2005, Right
to Education 2009 and other welfare means have empowered the people. The mass media, including
print and electronic, have full autonomy and play a key role in formulating and influencing public
opinion.

• Significant social change has taken place in almost all walks of life and the nation is moving
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ahead on course of socio-economic development. India is a very large country full of diversities –
linguistically, culturally, religiously.

• The challenges come both from prevailing domestic and international conditions as well as lack of
adequate prerequisites for a smooth functioning of democracy.

• Illiteracy among people was a matter of grave concern for the successful functioning of democracy
in India on the eve of independence and it still continues to be a major challenge. The level of
education of citizens is a key to both the successful functioning of democracy and socio-economic
development of the country. And perhaps, more importantly, it is an essential condition for human
dignity.

• Poverty in the contemporary phase is linked with systemic deprivation of rights.

• The persisting phenomenon of poverty is attributed to many factors, one of which is mass unemployment
and under-employment. A large number of people in rural areas do not have regular and adequate
work. In urban areas also the number of educated unemployed is very high. The growing population
is regarded as a reason for poverty, though population is considered as the greatest resource in the
country. In fact, the process of economic development has not been able to ensure social justice and
gap between rich and poor has not been bridged. Because of all this, poverty continues to remain a
great challenge to Indian democracy  23.2.3

• Gender DiscriminationDiscrimination against girls and women exists in every walk of life. You
must have had such experiences of prevailing gender inequality in our society and polity. But we
know that gender equality is one of the basic principles of democracy. Despite constitutional protection
the discrimination against females continues to be a fact of life. It is clearly reflected in the sex ratio,
child sex ratio and maternal mortality rate.

• Casteism, Communalism, Religious Fundamentalism

• Casteism has also been contributing towards continuation of socio-economic inequalities. It is true
that India has been an unequal society from times immemorial. Despite the era of liberalization and
globalization caste consciousness has not been eroded in our society and castes are being increasingly
used as vote bank politics.

• Communalism: Communalism is an affront to India’s nationalist identity and a tragic setback to its
evolving secular culture. It is subversive of our democratic political stability and destroyer of our
glorious heritage of humanism and composite culture

• Religious Fundamentalism Religious fundamentalism also reinforces communalists in exploiting
both religion and politics. In fact, fundamentalism acts as an ideology which advocates a return to
orthodoxy and a strict compliance to the fundamental tenets of religion. Religious fundamentalists
vehemently oppose progressive reforms in order to establish their exclusive control on their respective
communities.

• Regionalism Indian democracy has also been struggling with regionalism which is primarily an
outcome of regional disparities and imbalances in development.

• Although development process in the country aims at growth and development of all regions, the
regional disparities and imbalances in terms of differences in per capita income, literacy rates, state
of health and educational infrastructure and services, population situation and levels of industrial and
agricultural development continue to exist.

• Existence and continuation of regional inequalities both among States and within a State create a
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feeling of neglect, deprivation and discrimination.

• This situation has led to regionalism manifested in demands for creation of new States, autonomy or
more powers to States or even secession from the country. It is true that regionalism and sub-
regionalism are unavoidable in a vast and plural country like India.

• Criminalization of politics is the very negation of democratic values and has no place in a democratic
set up.

• Communal violence, caste violence and political violence in general have attained serious
proportion. Communal riots are engineered by vested interests for political, religious and economic
reasons. Caste violence in various shapes has been increasing.

• Elimination of Gender Discrimination It is now being recognized that the goals of democracy “of
the people, for the people and by the people” cannot be fully realized if the female population are not
included in all ways in the processes of socio-economic and political development.

Issue of Women Empowerment

• Removal of Regional Imbalance Redressing regional imbalances has indeed been a vital objective
of the planning process in India. Efforts are on to reduce regional disparities. Besides, the Statespecific
efforts for reducing intra-State regional disparities, a number of Centrally Sponsored Programmes
have been in operation for the last two to three decades for taking care of specific aspects of
backwardness of such regions.

• SOLUTIONS(i) the Tribal Development Programme, (ii) the Hill Area Development Programme, (iii)
the Border Area Development Programme, (iv) the Western Ghat Development Programme, (v) the
Drought Prone Area Programme and (vi) the Desert Development Programme. For the development
of North-East states, a certain percentage is earmarked from the budget for each developmental
scheme or programme in the region.

• Administrative and Judicial Reforms The success of all the above stated corrective measures
primarily depends on the efficient functioning of administration and independence and righteousness
of the judicial system.

• The performance of public administration in India has come under close scrutiny. We need to (i) to
make administration accountable and citizen friendly, (ii) to build its capacity for quality governance,
(iii) to orient administration for promoting peoples’ participation, decentralization and devolution of
powers, (iv) to make administrative decision-making process transparent, (v) to improve the
performance and integrity of the public services, (vi) to reinforce ethics in administration, and (vii) to
inculcate readiness for e-governance. Judicial reform also has been a critical concern since long.

• Other measures: (a) Simplification of Rules and Procedures, (b) Repealing Out-dated Laws, (c)
Increase in the Judge Population Ratio, (d) Time-bound filling of Vacant Posts in Judiciary, (d)
Transparency in Appointment, Promotion and Transfer of Judges, (e) Judicial Accountability; and (f)
Transparency of Court Proceedings.

What is Sustainable Development?

• Sustainable Development (Economic, Social, Environmental) Indian democracy can adequately
respond to all the challenges when it moves forward on the path of sustainable development. A model
of development without taking into account the basic needs of millions, today as well as in the future,
cannot be conducive for the survival of democracy. Development has to be human-centred and directed
towards improvement of quality of life of all the people. It has to be focused on removal of poverty,
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ignorance, discrimination, disease and unemployment. The development process has to aim at
sustained economic, social and environmental development. Sustainable development is a pattern
of using resources that aims to meet human needs while preserving the environment so that these
needs can be met not only in the present, but also for future generations to come. The term was
used by the Bruntland Commission (1987) which coined what has become the most often-
quoted definition of sustainable development as development that “meets the needs of the
present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”

ROLE OF CITIZENS IN A DEMOCARCY

• The people who are citizens in a democratic system like India cannot and ought not remain passive
and treat themselves as governed. In fact, a democracy can be successful and vibrant only when
citizens imbibe and reflect in their mindset, thinking and behaviour the basic values like equality,
freedom, secularism, social justice, accountability and respect for all. They have to appreciate the
opportunities for their desired roles and play proactive roles to actualize the goals

• PROACTIVE ROLE TO ACTUALIZE CORRECTIVE MEASURES For a successful working of
democracy, citizens’ participation is a must. The corrective measures to meet the challenges can be
actualized only when citizens play a proactive role. The citizens must respect the law and reject
violence. Every citizen must respect the rights of his or her fellow citizens, and their dignity as
human beings.

Democracy requires mutual cooperation. How to achieve?

• Groups with different interests and opinions must be willing to sit down with one another and negotiate.

• If one group is always excluded and fails to be heard, it may turn against democracy in anger and
frustration.

• Everyone who is willing to participate peacefully and respect the rights of others should have some
say in the way the country is governed.

• It is also important that citizens must assert their opinion, as in a democracy not asserting your
opinion also means that you are agreeing with the decision which you may consider improper.

Trends of protest and violence in India. Why do some protests turn into violent movements? 5. What are
the significant corrective measures that are required to meet the challenges to Indian democracy?

Government Response

• The ideas of democracy and Liberty like communism are ancient concepts and have their origin in
the beginning of civilization. Hamurabi, the ruler of Babylon, establishes the earliest known legal
code, a code on which the modern democracy is based.1 The roots can also be seen in the Greek
Political System, which had the democratic functioning. Aristotle the great Greek political philosopher,
for this reason considers man as a political animal. However while classifying the governments, has
given a different picture about democracy and believes that it is one of the worst form of government
where the people rule at the expense of wisdom and wealth. Contrary to this idea of Aristotle, today
the modern era has witnessed a tremendous change and democracy in its infancy could bring about
a basic change which led to the overall development of not only the nations, but also the individual
rights of the citizens were also protected and it is being implemented in all most all nations round the
world. The Birth of Democracy in the modern era can be traced back to the French Revolution in
1789, after which many nations followed path and adopted it in its functioning. What is significant of
French Revolution is that it could totally bring about a change not only at political sphere but also on
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individual freedom, rights, gender equality etc.,

• Bryce believes that “Democracy really means nothing more or less than the rule of the whole people,
expressing their Sovereign will by their votes”. MacIver observes Democracy is not a way of
governing, whether by majority or otherwise, but primarily a way of determining, who
shall govern, and broadly to what ends”.

POLITICAL PROBLEMS

• Political Criminalization – nexus between politics and organized crime
• Election Malpractices
• Lack of Political Commitment by various parties
• Problems of Defection
• Communalism
• Lack of Integrity in administration
• Corruption
• Vast Ideological difference between Theory & Practice
• Role of Judiciary in Governance
• Successionist tendencies
• Terrorism
• Naxalism

ECONOMIC PROBLEMS
• Negative consequences of economic liberalization
• Inflation – problems of price hike
• Globalization of poverty
• Increasing unemployment

CULTURAL PROBLEMS
• Cultural Invasion of Globalization
• Declining Ethical Values in Society

SOCIAL PROBLEMS
• Increasing Crimes on women
• Illiteracy
• Malnutrition

• Scientifically and Technologically India might have advanced ahead of all other nations
but the hard reality remains that in the social, economical and cultural field we are far
behind all other small nations.. As Bentham, a great Philosopher had mentioned it is Greatest
Happiness of the Greatest Number that the states will have to take into consideration in its
governance, has become a myth. The facts mentioned below are examples to this. About
one-third of the world’s extremely poor people live in India and about 90 million people of
India earn less than Rs.20/- per day. (Outlook magazine August 2010 issue).

• India has about 42% of the population living below the new international poverty line of $1.25 per day.
Global Hunger Index of 88 countries while Pakistan is slightly better at 61 and Bangladesh slightly
worse at 70

• In the Political field again we see that Indian Political functioning has reached its peak with money
power and muscle power ruling the system.

• Criminalization of politics has deteriorated the value system because of which the democratic
functioning has been deterred.
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• Corruption has rampantly in-roaded the system and today in the world arena India is one among
those countries where corruption is at its highest.

• Citizens democratic rights and interests are again neglected.

• Communalism and terrorism are the other dangers that the nation is facing today.

 Indian Democracy to sustain and function efficiently requires some of the following measures to
be adopted:
• Strengthening of the Political Institutions and the Practices to be followed in its functioning

• Enhance and ensure effective people’s participation in parliamentary politics

• Supporting the local government functioning and giving them more powers

• To control criminalization of politics

• To take necessary measures for efficient functioning of administration

• To give more powers to the Lokayuktha

• To set up an Ombudsmun Institution

• Control the influence of rich and powerful in decision-making process

• Ensure free and fair elections

• To opt out of Globalization and strengthen indigenous functioning.

• To strengthen the federal fabric of functioning

• Take measures to empower women for their political participation.

• To ensure gender sensitive environment to curtail violence against women

• Elevate poverty and provide necessary basic needs to the people

• Ensure education and employment to all

• To set up a recall system

• Pro-active role of citizens in the political system

• To contain communalism through non interference of state in religious matters of citizens

• Removal of regional imbalances

• To ensure administrative and judicial reforms.
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WOMEN EMPOWERMENT: CHARMS AND CHALLENGES

“We cannot all succeed if half of us are held back.” —Malala Yousafzai
Introduction

• The slogan of ‘women empowerment’, gives rise to the question whether women are becoming really
strong and the long term struggle of emancipation has ended. There is no denying the fact that women
in India have made a considerable progress in almost seven decades of Independence, but they still
have to struggle against many handicaps and social evils in the male-dominated society. Many evil and
masculine forces still prevail in the modern Indian society that resists the forward march of its women
folk.

• It is ironical that a country, which has recently acclaimed the status of the first Asian country to
accomplish its Mars mission in the maiden attempt, is positioned at the 29th rank among 146
countries across the globe on the basis of Gender Inequality Index. There has been amelioration in
the position of women, but their true empowerment is still awaited.

• Swami Vivekananda, one of the greatest sons of India, quoted that, “There is no chance for the
welfare of the world unless the condition of women is improved, It is not possible for a bird to fly on
only one wing.” Therefore, the inclusion of “Women Empowerment’ as one of the prime goals in the
eight Millennium Development Goals underscores the relevance of this fact. Thus, in order to achieve
the status of a developed country, India needs to transform its colossal women force into an effective
human resource and this is possible only through the empowerment of women.

Historical Context

• During the early Vedic era, women cherished equal rights as men but things got deteriorated after a
while and women lost their relevance to men and it became a male dominated society with customs
like sati, female foeticide, huge dowries and other rituals.Women were denied the right to education
and widow remarriage.

• They were denied the right to inheritance and ownership of property. Many social evils like child
marriage and dowry system surfaced and started to engulf women.  The actual reforms to empower
women took place in 18th century. During the British Raj, many social reformers such as Raja
Rammohun Roy, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, and Jyotirao Phule started agitations for the
empowerment of women.

• Their efforts led to the abolition of Sati and formulation of the Widow Remarriage Act. Later, stalwarts
like Mahatma Gandhi and Pt. Nehru advocated women rights. As a result of their concentrated efforts,
the status of women in social, economic and political life began to elevate in the Indian society.

Various dimensions to women empowerment

• Social Women Empowerment: A critical aspect of social empowerment of women is the promotion of
gender equality. Gender equality implies a society in which women and men enjoy the same
opportunities, outcomes, rights and obligations in all spheres of life.

• Educational Women Empowerment:  It means empowering women with the knowledge, skills, and
self-confidence necessary to participate fully in the development process. It means making women
aware of their rights and developing a confidence to claim them.

• Economic and occupational empowerment: It implies a better quality of material life through sustainable
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livelihoods owned and managed by women. It means reducing their financial dependence on their
male counterparts by making them a significant part of the human resource.

• Legal Women Empowerment: It suggests the provision of an effective legal structure which is supportive
of women empowerment. It means addressing the gaps between what the law prescribes and what
actually occurs.

• Political Women: Empowerment means the existence of a political system favouring the participation
in and control by the women of the political decision-making process and in governance.

Steps taken for women

• Major landmark steps taken for women empowerment.- Provisions made under the Constitution of
India such as: Right to equality under Article 14 of the Indian Constitution guarantees to all Indian
women equality before law; Equal pay for equal work under Article 39(d), guards the economic rights
of women by guaranteeing equal pay for equal work; and Maternity Relief under Article 42, allows
provisions to be made by the state for securing just and humane condition of work and maternity
relief for women.

• Acts like the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961, prohibits the request, payment or acceptance of a dowry.
Asking or giving dowry can be punished by imprisonment as well as fine; Protection of Women from
Domestic Violence Act, 2005, provides for a more effective protection of the rights of women who are
victims of domestic violence. A breach of this Act is punishable with both fine and imprisonment;
Sexual Harassment of Women at Work Place (Prevention, Prohibition, and Redressal) Act, 2013,
helps to create a conducive environment at the workplace for women where they are not subjected to
any sort of sexual harassment.

• Panchayati Raj Institutions As per the 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendment Act, all the local
elected bodies reserve one-third of their seats for women. Such a provision was made to increase the
effective participation of women in politics.

• Women’s Reservation Bill: It is a pending Bill in India which proposes to reserve 33% of all seats in
the Lok Sabha and in all State Legislative Assemblies for women. If passed, this Bill will give a
significant boost to the position of women in politics.

• Various Government Policies and Schemes-. The Government of India is running various welfare
schemes and policies, both at State and Central levels for the empowerment of woman. Some of the
major programs and measures include Swadhar (1995), Swayam Siddha (2001), Support to Training
and Employment Programme for Women (STEP-2003), Sabla Scheme (2010), National Mission for
Empowerment of Women (2010) etc. All such policies and programs focus on social, economic and
educational empowerment of women across various age groups.

Real Situation is different from papers

• Thus, there has been no dearth of social, economic, political, legal and Constitutional efforts made
for the empowerment of women both prior to and post-Independence. However, women in India
continue to face atrocities such as rape, dowry killings, acid attacks, human trafficking, etc. According
to a global poll conducted by Reuters, India is the “fourth most dangerous country in the world for
women”.

The challenges:

• Vision: The most widespread and dehumanizing discriminations against women are on the basis of
the biased perspective. The discrimination against the girl child begins from the birth itself. Boys are
preferred over girls; hence, female infanticide is a common practice in India. The ordeal that an Indian
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girl faces at birth is only the beginning of a lifelong struggle to be seen and heard.

• Lack of Justice: Although there are a number of laws to protect women against all sorts of violence
yet there has been the significant increase in the episodes of rapes, extortions, acid, attacks etc. This
is due to delay in legal procedures and the presence of several loopholes in the functioning of a judicial
system. And prevalence of corruption in the roots of the system makes it weak to provide justice.

• Economic Backwardness: Economic development can provide panacea to the troubles of women
and give them dignified life, But women constitute only a small percentage of the workforce but forms
majority of the destitute in the country. There has been a failure in transforming the available women
base into human resource. This, in turn, has hampered not only the economic development of
women but also of the country’ as a whole.

• Prevalence of Patriarchy:  The traditional Indian society is a patriarchal society ruled by the
diktats of self-proclaimed caste lords who are the guardians of archaic and unjust traditions. They
put the burden of traditions, culture, and honor on the shoulders of women and mark their growth.
The incidences of “honor killing” reveal the distorted social fibre in the male-dominated society.

• Implementation Gaps: Through all these years, the attention is only on developing and devising new
schemes, policies and programmes and have paid less attention to the proper monitoring system and
implementation short-sightedness, for e.g. despite the presence of The Pre-Natal Diagnostic Technologies
Act and various health programmes like Janani Suraksha Yojana and National Rural Health Mission
(NHRM), our country has a skewed sex ratio and a high maternal mortality . rate (MMR).

• Lack of Political Will: The still- pending Women’s Reservation Bill underscores the lack of political
will to empower women politically. The male dominance prevails in the politics of India and women
are forced to remain mute spectators.

Eradicating Women sufferings and making country better:

• Starts with bridging the deep-rooted biases through sustained reconditioning. It is only possible by
promoting the idea of gender equality and behavioural change is much needed to develop a girl from
family only in a dignified manner.

• The concept of equality should be first developed in each and every household and from there, it
should be taken to the society. This can be achieved by running sustained awareness programs with
the help of NukkadNatak or dramas, radio, television, Internet, etc. across the country.

• Replace ‘Patriarchy’ with Parity. A strong patriarchate society with deep- rooted socio-cultural values
continues to affect women’s empowerment. The need of the hour is an egalitarian society, where
there is no place for superiority. The Government should identify and eliminate such forces that work
to keep alive the tradition of male dominance over its female counterpart by issuing inhumane and
unlawful diktats. Education is the most important and indispensable tool for women empowerment.
It makes women aware of their rights and responsibilities.

• Educational achievements of a woman can have ripple effects for the family and across generations. Women
should be embodied with same rights as men in reality and the work force of India will double. The homes will
be better and better Human capital is further produced, filled with confidence and analytical mindset.

• Education is the most important and indispensable tool for women empowerment. It makes women
aware of their rights and responsibilities. Educational achievements of a woman can have ripple
effects for the family and across generations.

Conclusion

• Empowering women from the roots in every dimension as social,economical, educational, political
and legal is going to be a Herculean task. It is not going to be easy to change the culture of disregard
for women which are so deep-rooted in Indian society. But it is not impossible. Only revolutions
happen in day, revolutions take their time. With time and determination, it is going to happen that
women of India would be empowered to the core.
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SECTION - B

EDUCATION IS WHAT REMAINS AFTER ONE HAS FORGOTTEN
WHAT ONE HAS LEARNED IN SCHOOL

“Turning and turning in the widening gyre

The falcon cannot hear the falconer;

Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold;

Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world..........”

                                              -Y.B. Yeats

Introduction

Education plays a vital role in shaping tomorrow’s leaders. Not only can we become a better nation
by acquiring the skills necessary to be productive members of a civilized society. Increase knowledge
to actively achieve and meet challenges that can produce changes in which are productive for
attaining business innovations, political and economic objectives. 

Our world is constantly changing and it requires a society that is well versed in understanding the
problems deriving from culture differences and tolerance of one another’s beliefs and perceptions.
We are dealing with systemic problems in education, economic, government, religion and culture
differences. 

To quote a phrase from Gottfried Wilhelm Leibnitz, “Make me the master of education, and I will
undertake to change the world.” If we are to change the world simply because we have and
continue to acquire the education necessary to increase knowledge; we must never forget education
along without the practice of inducing what is learned is not enough to produce attainable results
favourable to sustain a society in the 21st century. We must become the voice of the people by
getting involved to make a difference in the world by putting into motion what we have learned. 

Education and its dynamic nature

Education has changed its form from earlier gurukul methodology which emphasised more on character
building and value system amalgamated with real situational education and examinations. Their
main motto is to develop the knowledge and they were highly focused on education. The Gurus train
their students with meditations, yoga and other standards. The students will gather there and learn
Vedas from their Guru. The students were treated equally irrespective of their social standards. The
students were treated as a part of Guru family. The Guru refers to the master or a teacher.

The institutions such as Nalanda, Vikramshila and other  gurukul systems prevailed in the medieval
era, which worked for character building and creating humane leaders.

Great personalities like Ashoka, who started Ashokdhamma , Akbar who had been a leader for all
and many others, who never had formal education still has the manifestation of knowledge.

The gurukulam system gained a new tradition known as Guru-shishya tradition.

It is rightly said by Martin Luther King Jr., “Intelligence plus character- that is the goal of education”.

The modern education system of ‘schools’ has always acted as the most important means of
transferring the wealth of tradition and education from one generation to the next. This applies today
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in an even higher degree than in former time, for through modern development of the economic life,
the family as bearer of tradition and education has been weakened.

Ideology of Education

Plato’s concept of Knowledge.

M.K Gandhi concept of Knowledge.

Vivekananda’s concept of Knowledge.

The continuance and health of human society is therefore in a still higher degree dependent on the
school than formerly. Sometimes one sees the school simply the instrument for transferring a certain
maximum quantity of knowledge to the growing generation. But that’s not right. Knowledge is
dead; the school, however, serves the living.

It should develop in the young individuals those equalities and capabilities which are of value for the
welfare of the commonwealth. But that does not mean that individuality should be destroyed and
the individual becomes a mere tool of the community, like a bee or an ant. For a community of
standardized individuals without personal originality and personal aims would be a poor community
without possibilities for development. On the contrary, the aim must be the training of independently
thinking and acting individuals, who, however, see in the service of the community their highest life
problem.

Challenges in society and role of education

There are various challenges in the society be it economical, cultural, social or other. These challenges
can be overcome with right impart of education and its manifestation.

The education in right way should be ‘Man making education’, creating leaders, reformers and
administrators which could solve various issues prevailing in the society and serve as a mechanism
to make world a better place to live.

The Clash of Civilizations is a hypothesis that people’s cultural and religious identities will be the
primary source of conflict in the post-Cold War world. The American political scientist Samuel P.
Huntington argued that future wars would be fought not between countries, but between cultures,
and that Islamic extremism would become the biggest threat to world peace.

 It also serves to highlight the use of science and technology, it depends on the creator what to
make, whether a nuclear reactor or nuclear weapon. The value system makes the difference. The
nuclear power could solve the problem of power but also could become a tool for annihilation of the
civilisation.

Governance

The structure of administration is run by sound principles i.e. first are formal tools that are legal in
origin and acts as the steel frame for the society while others are run by human being who shows the
real picture of the society. As the society is dynamic system and humans which reside in it evolve
with time. Administrative reforms take place with human and educational reforms.

Role of school education after school

Every achievement exists as the motivation which resides at the foundation of it and, which in turn
is strengthened and nourished by the accomplishment of the undertaking. Here, there are the greatest
differences and they are of greatest importance to the education value of the school. The same work
may owe its origin to fear and compulsion, ambitious desire for authority and distinction, or loving
interest in the object and a desire for truth and understanding, and thus to that divine curiosity which
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every healthy child possesses, but which so often is weakened early.

The educational influence which is exercised upon the pupil by the accomplishment of one and the
same work may be widely different, depending upon whether fear of hurting egoistic passion or
desire for pleasure and satisfaction is at the bottom of this work. And nobody will maintain that the
administration of the school and the attitude of the teachers do not have an influence upon the
moulding of the psychological foundation for pupils.

The idea that the school has to teach directly that special knowledge and those accomplishments
which one has to use later directly in life is surely not possible as there are various interests of
various students, and the demands of life are much too manifold to let such a specialized training in
school appear possible. Apart from that, it seemsobjectionable to treat the individual like a dead tool.

The school should always have as its aim that the young man leaves it as a harmonious personality,
not as a specialist. The development of general ability for independent thinking and judgement should
always be placed foremost, not the acquisition of special knowledge. If a person masters the
fundamentals of his subject and has learned to think and work independently, he will surely find his
way and besides will better be able to adapt himself to progress and changes than the person who’s
training principally consists in the acquiring the detailed knowledge.

Conclusion

Learning is living. Learning is the modification of behaviour. Thus, education is the process by which
the knowledge, character and behaviour of an individual are formed and modified. One’s conduct
and behaviour are changed and refined according to the desired standard of the society. This is the
result of education. The family, school, peers and everything in the surroundings acts as an agent to
learning process.

Education leads to the fulfilment of goals and aspirations.

‘Man making education’ serves as the panacea for all ills for the global society.
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MODERNIZING SOCIETY WITH GODMEN IS IRONY IN ITSELF

Introduction: Modernity and India

• Indian society was described as traditional society till the first quarter of the twentieth century.
Social structure, social institutions, social interaction, faith, religion and behaviour were all based
upon social values. Any change in social structure or in social institution will take place where there
is change in social values. So, it is necessary to understand traditional social values in Indian
context in order to understand the process of modernisation in India.

• There are various aspects of modernisation be it economic, political or dynamic society. When
modernity is explained in terms of history, it is said that the world first experienced renaissance, and
then, enlightenment and thereafter modernity and postmodernity.

• But India being a complex nation with diversified culture has its own soul and body. India has
modernised in its economy, societal beliefs, rationalising religion on one hand and on the other lies
the feudal mindset, blind faith in various cults, superstition and other dogmas.

The irony of Indian development

• On one hand India is reaching the heights of scientific knowledge reaching Mars and making social
and economic development. The country which has developed of seven decades and known for the
lengthiest constitution. There is a dark side which is still engulfed in ignorance, illiteracy, non-
rationality and lack of streamlining. This causes major troubles and upkeep the growth of various
unwanted substances in the society.

Historical Perspective of development of cults

• In the ancient and medieval era, there had been the birth of various different cults as Shaivism,
Vaishnavism, shaktism, lingayatism and others. The concept of cult kept dynamic throughout the
time. In the current scenario there are various influences on cults as religion, beliefs, political, caste,
society, supernatural powers and these different dimensions give birth to various cults.The primary
definition of a cult is ‘A system of religious veneration and devotion directed towards a particular
figure or object.’

• Another way to understand cults is through the behaviour, information, thought and emotionalmodel,
based on theories about brainwashing and cognitive dissonance, to describe the means employed
by cults to recruit and control people. It describes how cults modify behavioural aspects such as
sexuality and dependence, distort or gaslight information, instil us versus them thoughts and often
promote changing one’s identity and instil emotional control through irrational fears or showering one
with praise and affection.

Why cults attracted people?

• The reasons behind people joining cults vary, as the choice is often dependant on what one seeks to
get out of a cult or brainwashing that urges one to be a part of such a community. There is no way to
generalise this choice. However, it has been observed that people join cults to find a purpose in life,
escape societal norms they don’t agree with, to try and change the world through their different way
of living or because they have been brainwashed into being a part of it by a charismatic leader or their
persuasive followers.

Ideology: Religion and cult formation

• The existence of religion in all of the world’s major societies is the result of the process of Darwinian
natural selection. Religion is a set of beliefs made by the elders in a society to enforce the moral
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values necessary to preserve the society. The newly formulated concept of ‘Godmen’ is that a
charismatic personality interferes with the general religion theory and starts acting as ultimate source
of energy and wisdom to their followers.

• These middleman that serve God to their followers, are no merely different from any resort that
liberates the followers of their domestic problems and guide them to a life, less problematic than that
they are currently undergoing. Offering subsidized food to its followers along with access to free
health services are incentives enough to mould the loyalty of a downtrodden poverty, stricken man,
who is rather too depressed and finds no hope in the implementation of Government’s social security
schemes, that are more or less exhausted through corruption or sometimes plagued by untimely
delivery and fail to redress his daily concerns.

How they gain much influence?

• If the state’s machinery isn’t well oiled, to deliver immediately, it isn’t unnatural for a man to take
recourse to such institutions, even if in the name of faith, to live a life more deserving and more
inclined to addressing his day to day concerns.

• The faith of the devotees thus surpasses their loyalties to the other state institutions, political class
and even the law enforcement agencies, which helps these self-styled Godmen, who are considered
the messiahs of truth and justice by their devotees, irrespective of their criminal rackets and all the
impropriety committed by them, under the garb of religious execution.

• It is this kind of raw power and its exercise over its devotees that gives them larger than life image
and an obvious license to trade the faith of its devotees, wielding them to their own advantage.

• This certainly and subtly also turns into a social complex united by religion, where the followers
marry among themselves and create a kind of social fabric of unity for all purposes under the direction
of their pious heads. Instances of people marrying each other from the same societal complex as
those inclined to such institutions have been common, thereby leading to the kind of linear rise of
power of such cults across territories, with these Godmen acting as facilitators of such alliances to
cater their own vested interests.

• Such communities also act as a medium for business for such Godmen, as we have witnessed
probably in the present case too, where these Godmen wield their community influence to establish
their clout in businesses across spectrums of growth channels.

• Such realities don’t deter the political class from paying their homage to such religious
cults, and garner their support in times of elections. This has not to be denied considering
the kind of mass influence and voter appeal residing with these regional demigods that use
faith, even to trade the allegiance of their voters, to the advantage or disadvantage of a
particular political outfit.

• Thus, these political parties can surely be seen wooing these godmen and taking them into confidence,
because the diktats of such cults sees to it that people cast their vote according to their faith than
their conscience, which is not the essence that a true democracy symbolizes.

Turning from ‘Influencing’ to ‘Influencer’

• Considered as a kind of empowerment by such devotees, such an exercise of venturing into the
political field by such cults, is considered a kind of political empowerment by the credulous devotees
who fall prey to their own gullibility, and the astuteness of these cult managers, who are too complicated
for the understanding of a common innocent devotee.

• Thus, getting state patronage coupled with the blind devotion of its followers, these cult chiefs lead
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a life of utter leisure untroubled by any kind of political and social scrutiny, and even go on to the
extent of sometimes subverting the rule of law and disrespecting its ideals.

• From caste mobilization to crude practices of caste, sometimes as in the present case of Dera
Sacha Sauda, the lower strata get fascinated by the lure of equality that these deras promise to
inculcate among its followers, along with the other aids that they bestow upon them.

Need of the Hour

• Thus, it is high time, that the state sees to it that its implementation of all the social security
schemes and other means that connect individuals to the state institutions are not plagued or
marred by corruption or laxity, much to the dejection of common man, who in the absence of a bridge
between state and individuals, resorts to such cults for the fulfilment of his daily needs.

• And lastly but not least, state should engineer programs to facilitate availability of education to the
illiterate masses that can lead them out of the snare of such cults and accord them a conscientious
realization of what is right and what is wrong than merely being blindly led by such cults in the name
of religion.

• With such goals, a step towards the direction of eradicating inequalities among the masses and
providing everyone with a bare minimum could help solve much of the dilemma around such instances,
so that they are not repeated in the future.

Conclusion

• With knowledge and rationality shinning bright, the ignorance of the illiterates will diminish soon.
India as a diverse nation with millions of people below poverty line, the need is to provide multiple
citizen centric schemes which are implemented in focussed manner so as to modernize the country
in holistic manner.


